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In 
Attendance:

 Mayor
Chokwe Antar Lumumba

Chief of Staff
Dr. Safiya Omari

Council Members:

Ward 1
Ashby Foote

Ward 2
Angelique Lee 
(Acting Council President
 in Virgi Lindsay’s-Ward 7 Absence)

Ward 3
Kenneth Stokes
 
Ward 4
Brian Grizzell

Ward 5
Vernon Hartley

Ward 6
Aaron Banks

City Council Meeting Debrief
Special City Council Meeting 

10AM
8TH
MARCH



City Council is responsible for approving all payments to 

vendors that the City contracts with. In this City Council 

meeting, Council members were asked to approve several 

balances owed to vendors for services rendered.  These 

requests are referred to as Claims Dockets. 

• VOTE: Claims Docket: The Claims Docket includes all invoices for 
amounts of money the city owes for services rendered, utilities, taxes, 
etc. Passed 3-2 - Yes (Lee, Grizzell, Foote); No (Stokes, Hartley); Left 
the Chambers & did not vote (Banks); Absent (Lindsey).

 » Claim item added for payment of $4,400 to Big Mama’s Kitchen, LLC 
for services rendered (provided meals) to JPD Recruits from 1/4/22-
2/28/22. (The owner’s payment was discussed in the 3/4 Council 
meeting.)

 » Late payments to vendors were approved due to absences of key city 
personnel that must sign off/approve invoices before payments can 
be added to Claims Docket for City Council’s approval.

MONEYTALKS

The City Council has the power to create City laws that regulate 

rent, offer additional affordable housing and to create laws that 

deter sex trafficking. 

• Councilman Aaron Banks (Ward 6) introduced an Ordinance 

for discussion to regulate rental housing units within the city of Jackson; 

establishing basic standards for rental housing; providing registration 

requirements & setting standards therefore setting administrative & 

enforcement regulations including penalties & for related purposes. 

• Councilman Banks asked for it to be put in Planning Committee

• Councilman Banks met with Women for Progress, including Mrs. 

Thea Faulkner, about the concerns of renters in the city.

 » Large corporations are buying up properties in bulk in Jackson..

 » Convex Property Management owns over 620 properties in Jackson.

 » Forces tenants to pay them all their utilities.

 » When tenants cannot pay utilities, they are evicted.

 » Company does not allow renters to deal directly with utility companies 
who are traditionally more lenient and allow payment plans on past due 
balances.

The City of Pearl has had similar issues with larger companies & rental 

properties & the city was able to stop the companies from evicting tenants for 

nonpayment of utilities.

Councilman Foote asked would this Ordinance, if passed, apply to Air 

BnB properties. The Director of Planning, Jordan Hillman,  said it would if passed.

• Once the Ordinance is discussed in the Council Planning Committee by the 

Council then it can appear on the Agenda as an item to be voted on.

• Several other Safe Housing issues arose during the discussion:

 » Apartment Complexes not providing Trash Pickup to tenants. Mayor 

Lumumba explained the complex must provide it, the complex then 

contracts out with Waste Management (or the Garbage Disposal Provider 

for the City). Any resident having issues with garbage collection at their 

apartment complex & it has become a safety issue please contact 601-960-

0000.

 » Sex Traffickers are using hourly hotels as rooming houses to hold victims.

 » Council will need to draft a different Ordinance to deal with the hotels & 

must tread carefully. Some residents excluded from traditional housing, use 

these hotels to live in & would need access to other housing.

SAFEHOUSING
THEPROCLAMATION The Mayor issued a 
Proclamation recognizing March as Women’s History Month 
and all the amazing contributions women have made to our 
city, state, and nation. 
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The City Council has not approved a new City Garbage Contract. 

Background: The City put out an RFP for waste companies to bid to provide 

garbage collection and other waste disposal assistance.  Three waste companies 

submitted bids.  Through a blind scoring proc ess, where three Community 

Members/Residents, three Sanitation Department Staff,  and three members 

of the Mayor’s Administration reviewed the proposals blindly, meaning they 

were not provided with the names of the companies during the scoring process.  

They only scored based on the information of services and cost provided in the 

contract.  

The companies were scored as follows: 
• Overall Score #1: Richard’s Disposal
• Overall Score #2: FCC 

• Overall Score #3: Waste Management 

Due to receiving an overall high score, The Richards Disposal Garbage Contract 

was chosen through the blind RFP process. 

The Richard’s Disposal Garbage Contract includes 2 day a week residential pick 

up & carts (trash cans) for 45,000 homes as well as any residents not included 

in the initial 45,000 count; and is $12 million dollars cheaper than the other 

two vendors. It also allows for the City to purchase additional garbage cans as 

needed at a cost of approximately $18-$24.

The proposed Richard’s Disposal Garbage Contract is cheaper than the current 

Emergency Contract the city has with Waste Management & it is cheaper than 

the previous contract the city held with Waste Management.

The Richards Disposal Contract would save the city:

$1.2 million yearly savings

$7.2 million 6 year savings

$12 million 10 year savings

The city’s current emergency contract for Garbage Collection with Waste 

Management expires on March 31, 2022.

City Council members Stokes, Banks, Hardley & Foote have voted against 

Richard’s Disposal Contract being accepted.  Lindsay, Lee and Grizzell have voted 

for the approval of Richard’s Contract. There is no clear understanding as to 

why council members Stokes, Banks, Hardley & Foote, have not approved the 

Richard’s Disposal Contract. 

TRASHTALK VOTE:  Councilman Ashby Foote (Ward 1)  brought forth an Order to rescind the Mayoral Proclamation of Local 
Emergency for Jackson. Passed 4-1-1 Yes (Foote, Stokes, Hartley, Banks), No (Grizzell); Abstain (Lee); Absent (Lindsey).

• The Mayor’s Proclamation on Feb. 17th declared a State of Emergency as it relates to the city not having a garbage disposal 
contract. The absence of a disposal contract exposes Jackson residents to paying higher fees for garbage collection similar to 
when a person is on a month to month lease for rental housing. 

• The City Attorney, Catoria Martin, clarified that it would just be to discontinue the order, not rescind it.

• Councilman Foote also added an Order ratifying 

the 1 year Emergency Solid Waste Collection & Hauling 

agreement with Richard’s Disposal, Inc. that had been 

discussed previously in Executive Session.

• Councilman Foote expressed a desire to bring the 

Emergency Contract before the Council again so it can be 

voted on.

• VOTE This is an Emergency Contract, valid for 1 year, 

with Richard’s Disposal to provide Garbage Collection for 

the city of Jackson.

• Failed 4-1-1 No (Foote, Stokes, Banks, Hartley); Yes (Lee); 

Abstain (Grizzell); Absent (Lindsey).

• VOTE: Councilman Banks called the item into question 

the Emergency Contract, in an effort to have the Council 

vote again. 

• Banks said he was not voting for the contract because the 
actual Start Up costs (money amount) were not included in 
the Contract, but were listed as something the City would 
pay.

• The Mayor & City Attorney said there were no Start Up 
costs as long as the City honored the contract.

• Failed 4-1-1 No (Foote, Stokes, Banks, Hartley); Yes (Lee); 

Abstain (Grizzell); Absent (Lindsay).

• Due to the Emergency Contract failing twice during the 

Council Meeting, the City Council can no longer put the 

Emergency Garbage Contract on the Agenda for voting 

for 1 year. But, the Mayor can still bring the Emergency 

Garbage Contract to the Council to be voted on.
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https://jacksonms.new.swagit.com/videos/156268
https://storage.googleapis.com/proudcity/jacksonms/uploads/2022/03/Special-Council-Meeting-Agenda-Packet-03.08.2022.pdf


Want to know what’s happening in Jackson?

MARCH

Roll-Off Dumpster Day 

Old Pepsi Building, 2550 Medgar Evers Blvd.

MAR 12
8am-3pm

March of the Mayors’ Food Drive 

Tuna can be dropped off at the following locations:

• Maywood Mart Corner Market-1220 E. Northside Dr. 

• Kroger-4910 Interstate 55 North

• JPD Precinct 4–4940 Old Canton Rd.

• JFD Fire Station 20 – 4445 Medgar Evers Blvd.

• Fire Station 23 – 2640 Raymond Rd.

• Fire Station 28 – 611 Terry Rd.

For more information, call City of Jackson Constituent Services 
at 601-960-2324 or visit www.extratable.org.

MAR 1-22 

Mayor’s Summer Youth Employment Expo & Vaccination 
Drive  

Sykes Park Community Center at 520 Sykes Road.

For more information, please contact Jasmine Thigpen at 601-
960-0556 or jthigpen@jacksonms.gov.

MAR 14
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Mask Mandate Lifted 
MAR 4

MARCH IS 
WOMEN’S 
HISTORY 
MONTH Want to know what’s happening in Jackson?

APRIL

The Walk Jackson 5K Walk/Run Closing the Gap National 
Afr. American Male Wellness Initiative

Russell Davis Planetarium, 201 East Pascagoula St. 

Free Health Screenings

www.AAWELLNESS.org

APR 9
7am

Easter Egg Hunt Add City Link 

• Location: V A Legion Softball Complex, 4500 Officer 
Thomas Catchings Sr. Drive, Jackson, MS 39209

• Event Time: Line-up starts at 11:00 a.m. The hunt will 
start at 12:00 p.m. (early arrival is strongly suggested)

• Event Fee: Free

Children: Ages 10 years old and under

APR 16
11am-1pm
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